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Board hires another transition consultant
Tells team to draft president job description

Robert Furgason, who is leading the Texas Southmost College transition team, addresses the board of trustees
Thursday night.

By Alejandra González
and Rene Cardona Jr.
The Collegian

The Texas Southmost College board
of trustees is moving forward on the
separation from UT-Brownsville by
authorizing its transition team to draft a job
description for a president of the college
and to enter into discussion with Texas
State Technical College System for future
joint venture opportunities.
During its meeting Thursday night, the
board also approved a contract with John
Anthony, who will join the TSC transition

team at a compensation of $100 per hour.
Anthony is chief executive officer of
Executive Resource Consulting Service,
located in the Central Texas city of
McKinney.
The action comes after a bond ratings
agency placed the institution on a watch
for a possible downgrade.
Robert Furgason, president emeritus of
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi
who was hired last month to lead the
transition team, gave the board a progress
report.
Furgason said he is there to “help the
implementation of whatever policy the

Sergio Salazar/Collegian Photos

Texas Southmost College Trustee David Oliveira questions TSC transition team leader Robert Furgason.

board itself determines.”
“I just wanted to make sure that that was
clear in everybody’s mind in there, that
those of us who will be retained as part of
the transition team, we are here to aid in
that transition, to give advice where advice
is necessary,” he said.
He said the relationship between the
University of Texas at Brownsville and
Texas Southmost College is closely woven
together.
“The process of dividing [partnership]
and developing the two autonomous
institutions will have to involve first
unweaving some of that activity, not all

of it, and then recreating the two separate
institutions and entities in there,” Furgason
said. “Now, this is not a job that you can
do by just cutting through the weave,
that’s just not going to work because that
would destroy both of them. What needs
to be done is almost thread by thread, we
have to undo, we have to re-create the
two institutions with a game plan in mind
of what we want the two institutions to
look like over a period of time once the
separation has been implemented.”

• See ‘Board,’ Page 16

Chess team aiming for first place at Final 4
By Cleiri Quezada
The Collegian

UTB/TSC’s Chess Team will fight for
first place in the 2011 President’s Cup,
also known as the “Final Four of College
Chess,” which will take place Saturday
and Sunday at the Booz Allen Hamilton
consulting firm in Herdon, Va.
The team will compete against two-time
Final 4 champion University of Maryland,
Baltimore County, Texas Tech University
and the University of Texas at Dallas.
Chess Program Director Russell
Harwood said the competition has never
been this tough before.
“Truthfully, it’s real evenly matched,
realistically,” Harwood told The Collegian
in an interview via telephone Tuesday.
“Any of the four teams can win. … It’s
never been to where we have four strong
teams, so this is a first.”
Junior business major and Grandmaster

that will be fighting for the title.”
He believes his teammates are prepared
for the strongest tournament in the nation.
“I believe the team is ready to fight for
the title,” Bachmann said. As you know,
we have been training with our coach,
Grandmaster Ronen Har-Zvi, and playing
tournaments to be ready for the Final 4,
the most important tournament for college

• See ‘Chess,’ Page 13

Collegian File Photo

UTB/TSC Chess Team members Mauricio Flores (from left), Timur Gareyev, Max Cornejo and Axel Bachmann
pose after winning second place last spring in the President’s Cup: Final Four of College Chess in Salon Cassia.
The four will compete in this year’s Final Four, scheduled Saturday and Sunday in Herdon, Va.

Axel Bachmann says he feels prepared to
take the championship title.
“Results in the past have shown that
UMBC is probably the toughest competitor

for us,” Bachmann said. “Last Final 4, we
tied the match with them, but they got the
title on tiebreaks. On the other hand, Texas
Tech and UT-Dallas are very strong teams

The Collegian will not
publish on April 4, as its
staff will be attending the
Texas Intercollegiate Press
Association Convention in
Fort Worth. The Collegian
will resume publication on
April 11.

Page 2 • March 28, 2011

C ollegian
The Collegian is the multimedia student newspaper
serving the University of
Texas at Brownsville and
Texas Southmost College.
The newspaper is widely
distributed on campus and is
an award-winning member
of the Texas Intercollegiate
Press Association.
Collegian Editor
Christine Cavazos
Collegian Online Editor
Jonathon de los Santos
Collegian Webcast Editor
Michael Peña
Spanish Editor
Héctor Aguilar
Sports Editor
Louie Vera
Advertising Manager
Jimena Evia
Advertising Representatives
Melissa Ramirez
Lucia Regalado
Staff Writers
Daniel Beltrán
Rene Cardona Jr.
Francisco Garza
Alejandra González
Cleiri Quezada
Irma Mora
Copy Editor
Rene Cardona Jr.
Photographers
Leslie Barrientos
Christopher Peña
Sergio Salazar
Cartoonist
Michelle Serrano
Secretary II
Ana Sanchez
Student Media Coordinator
Susie Cantu
Student Media Director
Azenett Cornejo
Address:
The Collegian
Student Union 1.28
80 Fort Brown
Brownsville, TX 78520
Phone: (956) 882-5143
Fax: (956) 882-5176
e-mail: collegian@utb.edu
www.utbcollegian.com
© 2011 The Collegian

The University of Texas at
Brownsville and
Texas Southmost College

On Campus

The Collegian

Briefs
Videogame Physics lecture
Soumya Mohanty, an associate professor
in the Physics and Astronomy Department,
will present a lecture titled “Videogame
Physics” at 7 p.m. today in the SET-B thirdfloor conference room. The talk is part of
the department’s “Monday Night Physics”
lecture series. For more information, call
Faculty Associate Robert Stone at 8826655 or send him an e-mail at rstone@phys.
utb.edu.
Lifeguard course
The deadline to register for Campus
Recreation’s
lifeguard
certification
course ends today. Beginning today, classes
will be held from noon to 4 p.m. Monday,
Wednesday and Friday until April 15 in
the Recreation, Education and Kinesiology
Center. The cost is $65 for REK Center
employees, $75 for UTB/TSC students and
$85 for all others. For more information,
call Aquatic and Events Coordinator Jamie
Barnhill at 882-5977 or visit www.utb.edu/
campusrec.
Women’s History Month events
“What’s Sex Got to Do with It?” a
debate on the Equal Rights Amendment,
is scheduled at 12:15 p.m. today in the
SET-B Lecture Hall. Admission is free. For
more information, call 882-8896.
A Women’s Wellness Fair takes place
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday in the
Recreation, Education and Kinesiology
Center. Free giveaways and snacks will
be provided. Admission is free. For more
information, call 882-5971.
A Women’s Fitness Challenge, a
unique obstacle course, is scheduled at 1
p.m. Tuesday in the Recreation, Education
and Kinesiology Center. Participants can
gauge their upper, lower and core strength.
Free T-shirts will be given to the first 75
participants. Admission is free. For more
information, call 882-5971.
All events are sponsored by UTB/TSC’s
Women’s History Month Committee.
‘X-treme Makeover’ workshop
The Learning Enrichment Department
will conduct a workshop titled “X-treme
Makeover Academic Workshop” at 2
p.m. Tuesday in Cardenas Hall North 108.
Reset your grade-point average by learning
fresh ideas that will help you conquer your
assignments, presentations, papers and
more. For more information, call 882-6589.
Patron of the Arts
The UTB/TSC Rio Bravo Percussion
Ensemble and guest percussion ensembles
will perform at 7 p.m. Tuesday in the
Arts Center. Admission is $5. For more
information, call 882-7025.
Flute, clarinet and trumpet ensembles
will perform at 3 p.m. Sunday in the
Arts Center. Admission is $5. For more
information, call 882-7025.
SGA elections
The Dean of Students Office and
the Student Government Association
will conduct SGA elections from 8

a.m. Wednesday until 5 p.m. Thursday
on Blackboard. For more information,
call Judicial Affairs Coordinator David
Marquez at 882-5034 or send him an
e-mail at david.marquez@utb.edu.
Teacher job fair
Career Services will conduct a “Teacher
Job Fair” from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday in
the Student Union’s Gran Salon. For more
information, call 882-5627.
Collection to be unveiled
The papers of the late Judge Reynaldo
G. Garza, the first Mexican-American
appointed as a federal judge in the United
States, will be unveiled at 5 p.m. Friday in
the Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Library.
Garza was appointed by President John F.
Kennedy in 1961. For more information,
call the Office of Development at 882-4332.
Ramsey Lewis Trio
The Ramsey Lewis Trio will perform
at 7:30 p.m. Thursday in the Arts Center.
Tickets start at $39 for adults, $29 for senior
citizens, $19 for children and $10 for UTB/
TSC students with their ID. Lewis has
been playing an infectious blend of gospel,
classical and jazz music for more than 50
years. For more information, call 882-8587
or visit www.utb.edu/artscenter.
First-aid course
Campus Recreation will offer a
First-Aid course from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday in the Recreation, Education
and Kinesiology Center. This class will
help students identify and eliminate
potentially hazardous conditions in their
environment, recognize emergencies and
make appropriate decisions for first-aid
care. The cost of the course is $25. For more
information, call 882-5976.
C.H.A.N.G.E. meeting
C.H.A.N.G.E.,
an
organization
that provides a system of support and
advancement for the gay community
among people of every spectrum meets at
6 p.m. every Friday in the SET-B third-floor
conference room. For more information,
call organization Vice President David
Hernández at 525-9097 or send an e-mail
to organization.change@yahoo.com.
College grappling tournament
The Scorpion Mixed Martial Arts Club
will conduct the fourth annual College
Grappling Tournament at 10:30 a.m.
April 9 in the Manuel B. Garza Gym.
Admission is $3 for the public. Contestants
may pick up an application in the Office of
Student Life. Registration is $20. For more
registration information, call club president
Alejandro Lara at 466-2149 or 882-5138.
Vietnam veterans event
“Welcome Home, South Texas Vietnam
Veterans,” an event that will feature
workshops, information booths, plays,
poetry readings and a U.S.O.-style tribute,
will take place from 1 to 9 p.m. April 9 in
the McAllen Convention Center, located at
700 Convention Center Blvd. Admission
is free. For more information, visit www.

lzrgv.com.
Fitness and nature
The UTB/TSC Center for Civic
Engagement invites the public to
participate in free adult circuit classes,
children’s fitness activities and a healthy
breakfast from 8:30 to 11 a.m. April 16 at
Lincoln Park, near UTB/TSC on University
Boulevard. Participants may also enjoy a
one-mile nature walk through campus and
learn about the birds, plants and resacas.
For more information, call Administrative
Assistant Estela Martinez at 882-4300.
‘Dress for Success’ fashion show
The Title V S.T.E.M. Learning
Communities program is collecting
clothing donations from faculty and staff
and is recruiting student models for its
“Dress for Success Fashion Show,”
which will take place April 22. For more
information, call Title V Career Counselor
Amira Maya at 882-5792.
Family campout basics
Resaca de La Palma State Park invites
the public to camp with experienced park
rangers and learn the basics starting at 3
p.m. April 30 and May 28 at the Resaca de
la Palma State Park located at 1000 New
Carmen Road. Spaces are limited. For more
registration information, call 350-2920.
Crime Victims’ Rights Week
The
Cameron
County
District
Attorney’s Office will host two events for
Crime Victims’ Rights Week: the fifth
annual Victory over Violence 5k Run/
Walk and the sixth annual Crime Victims’
Expo. The run/walk will take place April 9
at Louie’s Backyard on South Padre Island.
Registration is from 7 to 7:40 a.m. and
the race is at 8 a.m. The event will raise
proceeds for the Family Crisis Center and
Friendship of Women Inc. The expo will
take place from 4:30 to 6 p.m. April 12 at
the H-E-B Food Store in San Benito. Its
aim is to bring community awareness by
collaborating with agencies that directly
service victims of violent crime. For more
information, call 544-0849.
‘Rock ‘N’ Beats’ fest
The Student Radio Club will sponsor
“Rock ‘N’ Beats” fest at 2 p.m. May 7
in the Student Union’s Gran Salon. This
event will include hip-hop and acoustic
artists, DJ’s and bands. Bands interested in
playing at the event can send an e-mail to
the club at the-src@hotmail.com. For more
information, call 882-5843.
Scorpion Awakening Retreat
The Catholic Campus Ministry
will hold a Catholic retreat April 8-10.
Applications are available at the ministry
office, located at 1910 University Blvd., and
must be turned in before April 4. For more
information, call 541-9697, text at 6403879 or e-mail ccmutbnews@gmail.com
--Compiled by Daniel Beltrán

Police Repor ts
Following
are
among the incidents
reported by Campus
Police between Feb.
28 and March 4.
At 8:48 a.m. Feb.
28, a Campus Police
officer was dispatched
to Lot U after a hitand-run accident in
which the driver of a vehicle backed out of
a parking space, struck a Cadillac DeVille
and left the scene. The Cadillac sustained
minor damage.
At 12:32 p.m. the same day, an officer
was dispatched to Lot P in reference to a
collision between a Nissan Rogue and a
Ford Escape. No injuries were reported.
At 3:37 p.m. the same day, a student

reported that her Chevrolet Tahoe was
struck by a Daewoo Nubira in Lot U. No
injuries were reported.
At 12:56 p.m. March 1, a staff member
reported that his Dodge Dakota’s hood had
been damaged while it was parked in the
lot next to the Physical Plant facilities. The
damage appeared to be caused by a golf
ball.
At 6:07 p.m. the same day, a student
reported a man who went inside the
women’s restroom in the Education and
Business Complex. The man was issued a
criminal trespass warning for all women’s
restrooms at UTB/TSC.
At 10:36 a.m. March 2, a faculty member
reported a student who was having a seizure
in the Education and Business Complex.
The student, who was lying on the floor

unconscious, was transported to Valley
Regional Medical Center in Brownsville.
At 12:16 a.m. March 3, a resident
assistant at The Village at Fort Brown
reported a student visitor who was in the
housing complex after curfew.
At 5:03 p.m. the same day, a Campus
Police officer was dispatched to Lot A in
reference to a man slapping a woman.
At 5:26 p.m. the same day, the fire alarm
sounded in the M-1 Biological Sciences
Building. A student said the alarm went
off because of the steam created by an
autoclave. The alarm was silenced and reset.
At 12:36 p.m. March 4, a staff member
reported that his Ford Ranger’s front
windshield was damaged by small rocks
while the truck was parked in Lot E.
--Compiled by Alejandra González
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SGA senate proposes raising its GPA standard
By Cleiri Quezada
The Collegian
The Student Government Association
has ratified five new amendments to its
2008 constitution.
In an effort to improve the policies,
procedures and guidelines that executive
officers and senators should abide
by, the senate approved the following
amendments:
--the undergraduate grade-point average
per semester to qualify as an SGA senator/
officer is 2.5 on a 4.0 scale;
--the Supreme Court members’ term of
office shall not exceed two consecutive
years. At the end of the second year, they
shall not be reappointed to the same branch;
--college senators: the senate shall consist
of three (3) senators from each college with
the exception of the university college.
Their title shall be “the senator of the college
they represent.” There are currently seven
colleges: University College, College of
Liberal Arts, College of Business, College
of Science, Mathematics and Technology,
College of Education, College of Nursing
and College of Biomedical Sciences and
Health Professions. In the event that
another school is created, it too will be
represented by three senators;
--freshman council: five (5) senators of
the university college; and,
--the Student Government Association
of UTB/TSC has been modified to the
Student Government Association of UTB.
The student body will vote on the
amendments during the SGA general
elections scheduled Wednesday and
Thursday. If approved, the new constitution
will take effect when the 2011-12 SGA
senate takes over.
“The first thing that I want to clarify is
that the items that are in this resolution,

they’re the items that are most noticeable
in change. Everything else, duties and
responsibilities, were broken down
into simpler sentences,” said SGA Vice
President of Administration Rosalinda
Rangel.
SGA President Jorge Muñoz and Rangel
disagreed on the amendment to maintain a
2.5 GPA in order to qualify for candidacy.
“It’s bringing up a little bit of the
educational value to the senate. However,
I disagree with that in the fact that I know
many people that have served in the senate
and have below a 2.5 and that didn’t make
them less of senator just because of their
grade,” Muñoz said.
He also suggested the possibility of
raising the executive officers’ GPA.
“If we’re going with a 2.5 for the
senators, we should go for at least a 2.7 or
a 3.0 for the president, vice president and
the VP’s or just leave it as it is,” Muñoz
told the senate. “Some people say, ‘Yeah,
we should have good grades, but this is
not an honor society, you know, I’m not
disrespecting anybody, I’m not saying that
we should have a whole bunch of people
with low GPA’s. That’s also not what I’m
saying, but this gives the opportunity for
those students who obviously want to help
other students come here.”
Rangel, who supports the amendment,
believes the SGA senators and executive
officers should all maintain a 2.5 GPA
because that would avoid having members
failing classes.
“We had a president a couple of years
ago who got SAP’d so why would we leave
at barely, like, the standard and then they
fail one class and then they get SAP’d,” she
said, referring to UTB/TSC Satisfactory
• See ‘SGA,’ Page 13

St. Joseph Academy plans charity race for ‘Operation Smile’
By Cleiri Quezada
The Collegian
The Marist Youth Service Movement
at Saint Joseph Academy is organizing a
Miles 4 Smiles 5K race to benefit Operation
Smile services in Brownsville.
Operation Smile is a national charity
organization committed to helping
children who suffer from cleft lip or palate
conditions.
According to an e-mail sent to The
Collegian by Saint Joseph Academy
Principal Lucy Williams, students Sofia
Tier, a junior, and Ivana Huacuja, a senior,
both of whom recently moved from

Tampico, Tamaulipas, Mexico, approached
the Marist Youth Service Movement with
the vision of bringing this life-changing
project to Brownsville to help children in
their new hometown.
“The Miles 4 Smiles 5K Race is coming
together quickly and we need your most
generous donations to help make it a
success. Every dollar counts and every gift
will make a difference,” the e-mail states.
Amanda Hartwig, who teaches seniors
social justice at St. Joseph, said the purpose
of the charity event is to help a larger
community.
“The Marist Youth Movement is a
service-oriented movement and so they’re

trying to help people all over and however
they can,” Hartwig said. “We hope to
continue that connection because we are a
part of a larger community and [we should]
help each other whenever we need to.”
According to the Operation Smiles
website, “more than 200,000 children are
born with a severe cleft condition each
year--often unable to eat, speak, socialize
or smile.”
Since 1982, Operation Smile has
provided free surgeries to children around
the world.
“As one of the most prominent children’s
charities in the world and with a presence
in over 50 countries, we are able to heal

children’s smiles and bring hope for a
better future,” the website states.
The race will start at 9:30 a.m. April 9 at
Saint Joseph Academy, located at 101 Saint
Joseph Dr., then will continue south on
Palm Boulevard, turn at [the International
Technology, Education and Commerce
Campus] and head back to the campus,”
Hartwig said.
There are no specific requirements
to enter the race. Admission is $15.
Participants can register at the campus’
front office or at the site of the race.
For more information on how to donate,
visit www.operationsmile.org.
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What’s

Your

Beef?
Building frugality
“I’ve seen too much construction
here at UTB. It’s actually affecting my
health. … I have
problems breathing.
… And, the new
library, I was
expecting a bigger
one instead of a
smaller one than
the older library.
I’m, like, ‘if you’re
going to build a new
one, you have to build it bigger.” …
They built [it] with a café. I don’t find
the reason [for] a café right there. … I
think they are just spending money like
crazy.”
Jose Reyna
Junior vocal music major

Soda is cool but …
“I guess my suggestion for UTB …
is we need more vending machines
for, like, healthy drinks. All we have is
soda, and there is some
water but it’s pretty
expensive.
So,
maybe if we can
work on lowering
costs and getting
some more, like,
vending machines
with juice and healthy
things. … We need more
Minute Maid stuff. We only have this
one right here in Cortez Hall.”
Jaime Guillen
Freshman
Immature smoking ban
“I think how they … made this a
nonsmoking campus is very immature,
irrational,
and
they just wanted
something
to
do. I don’t
see the point.
I’m sure even
professors, like,
they get that itch:
They want to go
ahead and smoke a
cigarette after class. …
If anything, nicotine actually helps
you concentrate. It gets you more
aware. I just don’t feel it should have
been [banned], especially on such a
big campus. They should have sections
designated where to smoke and where
not to.”
Lucas Gonzalez
Freshman history major

--Compiled by Rene Cardona Jr.
--Photos by Leslie Barrientos

Is torture ‘appropriate’?
By Francisco Garza
The Collegian
Wake up and
remove all your
belongings from
your room.
Leave
only
your bed, but
take away the
bed sheets and
pillows, leave
only the mattress
and the frame.
Now stay in your room for 23 hours.
You can get out for one hour but are
not allowed to watch television, use
a computer or get any type of news
whatsoever.
Oh, and you will be stripped naked
every night.
Only then can you begin to really
understand what Pfc. Bradley Manning
goes through every day, and why people
are outraged.
You might not know who Manning is,
or why he is being detained.
He is suspected of leaking a military
video showing an attack on Iraqi civilians
and more than 250,000 State Department
cables to the WikiLeaks website.
Manning was charged with violating
the Uniform Code of Military Justice.
He is accused of eight criminal offenses
and four noncriminal violations of Army
regulations.
On March 20, hundreds of people

gathered outside the U.S. Marine Corps
Base in Quantico, Va., to protest what is
happening to Manning.
They
chanted
“Free
Bradley

U.S. State Department Spokesman
PJ Crowley resigned earlier this month
over his criticism of the administration’s
treatment of Manning.

“Obama responded that the procedures taken
with regard to Manning ‘are appropriate and
are meeting our basic standards.’”
--Francisco Garza
Manning” held signs that read “Caution:
Whistleblower Torture Zone.”
Riot police tried to move demonstrators
away from an intersection at the base
entrance.
Apparently, the protesters had tried
to march to the Iwo Jima memorial, but
were stopped by military officers.
The protesters responded by sitting
down and refusing to move, which
prompted local and military police to
make arrests.
Col. Thomas V. Johnson, a spokesman
for the Marine Corps at Quantico, said
protest activity is not permitted on base
grounds.
One of the arrested was Daniel Ellsberg,
the man who leaked the Pentagon Papers
about the Vietnam War in 1971.
But Ellsberg is not the only person to
speak against Manning’s treatment.

Crowley had said during a seminar
at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology that “what is being done
to Bradley Manning is ridiculous and
counterproductive and stupid on the part
of the Department of Defense.”
President Obama was asked during
a news conference what he thought
about the statements made by Crowley
regarding Manning’s treatment at
Quantico.
Obama responded that the procedures
taken with regard to Manning “are
appropriate and are meeting our basic
standards.”
This is not an issue of whether
Manning should have leaked the military
documents. The problem here is that
Manning is being treated in inhumane
ways that are designed to break him
down.

Letter to the Editor
Ditch the white elephant
The Brownsville Herald, March 21,
2011: “The majority of the funds of
the BCIC-Brownsville Community
Improvement Corp.-some $3 millionplus annually, go to pay off debt to
the city for the development and
improvements to the Brownsville Sports
Park.”
I am outraged!
I would never have voted for the tax

increase that led to the formation of the
BCIC if I had known this would be the
main use of the money.
The Sports Park is the biggest white
elephant the City Commission has
endorsed in the past decade.
A black hole to keep pouring money
into, while the city desperately needs:
more parks, open space, and bike and
hiking trails to improve the quality of
life for young families, the elderly, and

yes, eco-tourists.
Sell the inaccessibly remote Sports
Park, and begin to focus on the health
and welfare of the majority of the
population.
Ruth E. Wagner
Brownsville
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Silva, disqualified from city race, to file lawsuit
By Christine Cavazos
The Collegian
Ezequiel “Zeke” Silva plans to file
a lawsuit after he was disqualified
from running for the District 2 city
commissioner seat in the Brownsville
municipal elections.
According to court documents provided
by the city, Silva pleaded guilty in 1995 to
driving while intoxicated and was placed
on probation for 10 years.
City Attorney Mark Sossi told The
Collegian a candidate who has been
convicted of a felony is not eligible for
public office without obtaining a pardon.
On March 15, City Secretary Estela
Von Hatten notified Silva he was not
qualified to run for the seat.
However, Silva argued that he complied
with all probation regulations, was never
imprisoned and, therefore, did not need to
be pardoned.
The city obtained a legal opinion from
the Texas Secretary of State Office’s
attorney Elizabeth Winn.
“Pursuant to Section 141.001 (a) (4)
of the Texas Election Code, a person who
has been finally convicted of a felony
is ineligible for public office unless the
person has been pardoned or has been
released from the resulting disabilities,”
according to an e-mail from Winn to Von
Hatten dated March 17. “… Successful
completion of a sentence, including
any period of probation, does not
automatically restore a convicted felon’s
eligibility to run or serve in public office.”
That same afternoon, Sossi sent an
e-mail to Von Hatten explaining that
Silva was placed on felony probation, not

deferred adjudication.
“Had this case involved deferred
adjudication, I would agree that Mr. Silva
would meet the minimum qualifications
to run for office. That is because with
deferred adjudication, there is no
determination of guilt absent a revocation
of the deferred,” Sossi’s e-mail states.
Von Hatten then submitted a
certification of administrative declaration
of ineligibility to Cameron County
Elections Administrator Roger Ortiz
notifying him that Silva was not qualified
to run for office.
After Silva was notified, he presented
Von Hatten with a copy of a business loan
application.
“He argues that because he received
a small business loan that that means
he does not have a felony record and he
shouldn’t be barred from running from
office,” Sossi told The Collegian.
Sossi said Von Hatten did not consult
him when she sent Silva a letter stating:
“Given that you have successfully
completed all of the above-referenced
extensive background checks and
submitted a letter of clearance from SBA,
together with your attorney’s information
on file, as well as having submitted a
valid application for a place on the ballot
and the required 100 valid signature
petition, I believe, as the City’s Elections
Administrator, that you are qualified for
reinstatement as a candidate for a place
on the ballot ...”
Sossi said, “I think [Von Hatten] got
flustered under the pressure and she issued
him a letter saying, ‘OK, I apologize, you
are qualified for office.’”
He said the same loan application states

Academic Advising Alert:

Summer, fall registration
begins April 5
By Academic Advising Team
Registration for the upcoming summer
and fall semesters will begin April 5, with
mandatory advisement currently under
way. Priority advisement and registration
dates are grouped according to the number
of hours a student has successfully
completed. For registration purposes,
subsequent weeks will remain open as
other registration groups are added in the
cycle to begin to the registration process.
By meeting with an academic adviser
for mandatory advisement, students will
be able to receive course recommendations
for each upcoming semester as well as
declare a major. Students who have not
completed the mandatory advisement
requirement are highly encouraged
to make an appointment by e-mail at
academicadvising@utb.edu or by calling
882-7362. Students can also reach the
various college and school academic

advisers at the following locations:
--For general advising: Lightner Center,
882-7362
--College of Nursing: Lightner Center,
882-7362
--College of Liberal Arts: Cardenas Hall
South 246, 882-7474
--College of Science, Mathematics and
Technology: SET-B 1.350, 882-5732
--Industrial Technology: ITECC 501,
882-4197
--College of Education: EDBC 1.102,
882-7466
--College of Business: EDBC 1.402,
882-5804; Business Technology: EDBC
1.534, 882-5849
--College of Biomedical Sciences and
Health Professions: Lightner Center, 8827362
We look forward to meeting with you!

that even if you are convicted of a felony,
it does not mean you are disqualified from
receiving a loan.
“Whether or not a federal agency thinks
he should qualify for a loan, it’s a totally
separate issue whether under Texas law,
he is disqualified from [running office],”
Sossi said.
The Collegian tried to reach Von Hatten
but was told she was on annual leave until
April 4..
The city then requested a second legal
opinion. Sossi contacted Cameron County
District Attorney Armando R. Villalobos.
“Our research has indicated that a
candidate who has plead guilty to a felony,
been adjudicated guilty, and sentenced
to probation, makes that candidate
unqualified to hold public office. Further,
if an unqualified person has been elected
to office, we feel it would be our duty to
institute legal proceedings to remove that
elected official from office,” Villalobos
wrote to Sossi in an e-mail on March 21.
Silva believes he should still be allowed
to run for public office and plans to take
legal action.
“I was never a convicted felon, so I
should be allowed to run,” he told The
Collegian. “If I was a convicted felon and
I wanted to run, then I should be pardoned
but there is nothing to pardon. … There
is going to be legal action brought in, I
believe so, and I’m for it because I’m not
just doing it for me. I’m doing it for every
future candidate. There are a lot of good
people out there that want to run but they
are so afraid of these dirty politics.”
As of press time, current District
2 Commissioner Charlie Atkinson is
running unopposed.

Asked what he thought of a possible
lawsuit to place Silva back on the ballot,
Atkinson said: “[Silva] should sue all of
his attorneys for giving him the wrong
information.”
The following individuals have filed
for candidacy as mayor on the City of
Brownsville General/Special Election
ballot: Mayor Pat Ahumada, who is
seeking re-election; current District
4 Commissioner Edward Camarillo,
contractor Michael Anthony Garza,
automotive consultant Evaristo “Viro”
Cardenas and attorney Antonio “Tony”
Martinez.
As of Jan. 24, Commissioner at Large
“A” Anthony Troiani had appointed
Lourdes Costilla as his campaign
treasurer. However, Troiani is not
registered for a place on the ballot.
The Collegian left several messages for
Troiani but he did not return the calls.
Those running for Commissioner at
Large “A” are vocational nurse Leticia
“Lety” Perez-Garzoria, Cameron County
Director of Administrative Services
Robert L. Lopez; businessman Martin
Sarkis and attorney Estela Chavez
Vasquez.
District 1 Commissioner Ricardo
Longoria is seeking re-election. Roman
Perez is challenging Longoria for the
seat.
Those seeking the District 4
Commissioner post are Pankaj Patel, a
hotel owner; John L. Villarreal, who is
self-employed; and UTB/TSC Professor
Anthony Zavaleta.
Early voting will take place from May
2 to 10. Election Day is May 14. The last
day to register to vote is April 14.

Letter to the Editor
One step forward, two steps back
[This is in regard to] the inefficient
book request system that is in place at the
Oliveira/University Boulevard libraries.
Please see the current procedure listed
below:
1. Students search library database:
http://lib3.utpa.edu/search~S2/
2. If the book is located at the [Arnulfo
L.] Oliveira Library, then the student
must submit a book request form: http://
gemini.utb.edu/ode/library/forms/
bookrequest/bookrequest.html
3. The form is processed by the
University Boulevard Library staff and
re-submitted to the Oliveira Library
staff.
4. The book is located in the Oliveira
library stacks and sent to the University

Boulevard Library front desk.
5. The University Boulevard Library
staff contact the student via telephone.
6. The student picks up the book at
the University Boulevard Library front
desk.
Estimated time: 24 hours
It is great to have a $14 million library
with “hacienda” decorations and fancy
art frames. However, the University
Boulevard Library does not fulfill the
minimum requirements of a functional
library, which is to provide instant
access to information that is unique by
its content.
GuillermoTreviño
Graduate Student
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CAMP to honor farmworkers this week

By Daniel Beltrán
The Collegian

The College Assistance Migrant
Program
will
observe
National
Farmworkers Awareness Week with
a series of events, beginning with an
open house from 9 to 11 a.m. today in
Cardenas Hall North 103.
This is the seventh year the program
conducts activities in conjunction with
the national observance.
CAMP is a federally funded program
that has been in existence since 2002
at UTB/TSC aimed to help migrant
students in their first academic year.
The department helps 50 eligible
students, who are either migrant
farmworkers or the children of
farmworkers, in their first year of
college with tuition and fees, housing
scholarships, book expenses, supplies,
tutoring, mentoring and other activities
such as workshops, social-cultural

events and conferences.
“We help them with tuition and
fees … social, cultural events, trips to
Austin; we take a couple of students
to Washington, D.C., to participate in
the weeklong leadership conference,”
said CAMP Program Director Noel
Rodriguez.
Asked why the university observes
National Farmworkers Awareness Week,
CAMP Learning Instructional Specialist
Maria del Carmen Gonzalez replied:
“Because we have a community, a lot of
families here in Brownsville [that] are
migrant.”
During today’s open house, the
campus community can talk to CAMP
students and enjoy fruit, pastries and
coffee.
“We … invite the public, the campus
community, friends, etc., to come in and
view our space and learn more about our
program” Rodriguez said.
Activities continue at 9 a.m. Tuesday

with “CAMP-fire Story Time” at Palm
Grove Elementary School, located at
7942 Southmost Rd., where students
who are education majors will read to
the kids, Rodriguez said.
The department will also pay tribute
to the late labor rights leader Cesar
Chavez.
At 10 a.m. Wednesday CAMP and
United Blood Services will sponsor the
“National Cesar Chavez Blood Drive
Challenge” in Cardenas Hall South 117.
“Students who donate blood will be
entered in a drawing nationwide for a
trip to Paris,” Rodriguez said.
The Cesar Chavez Memorial March
will take place at 10:30 a.m. Thursday.
Marchers will walk from the Student
Union to Brownsville’s City Hall,
where District 4 City Commissioner
and former CAMP employee Edward
Camarillo will speak.
At 1 p.m. Friday, CAMP students and
their families are invited to “Fiesta de

la Cosecha” at the UTB/TSC Gazebos.
“It’s more an event for the students;
it’s to have a cookout and just have some
things to do that are fun that are not so
much academic related,” Rodriguez
said.
Requirements for participation in
the university’s College Assistance
Migrant Program include a certificate of
eligibility from a student’s high school,
proof of having worked 75 days in
the past 24 months doing agricultural
work or being eligible to participate in
a Workforce Investment Act (WIA) for
migrant students or migrant persons.
CAMP students must attend mentoring
sessions, submit academic progress
reports.
“We monitor their grades; we push
them hard to do their work and to pass
their classes,” Rodriguez said. “Ninetynine percent of the students are firstgeneration [college students].”

Graduate Studies sets open house and workshop for students
By Irma Mora
The Collegian
UTB/TSC’s Graduate Studies Office
will host an open house from 8 a.m. to
noon Saturday and from 4 to 7:30 p.m.
April 4.
In addition to the recruiting activities
Graduate Studies participates in, such
as fairs and visiting school districts,
the open house is an attempt to provide
undergraduates with the opportunity to
ask a recruiter questions about graduate

school face-to-face.
“Clearly, people can come in and walk
in anytime to visit with us,” Graduate
Studies Dean Charles Lackey said, “but
this is an event where there are others
that … have a shared interest in learning
about graduate programs or are going to
be here to talk to our staff, and our time
is dedicated to that event in a way to try
to reach everybody and learn from them
what it is they need to know.”
During the April 4 open house,
University of Texas at San Antonio

Graduate School Admissions Officer
German Medina will conduct a
workshop on how students can create a
competitive graduate school application.
“Mr. Medina is here to recruit for
those programs,” Lackey said, “and
also to try to provide an education to
our students about what they need to
do to apply to a graduate program. This
is particularly helpful for those that
are interested in going into a doctoral
program, whether it’s UT-San Antonio
or any doctoral program in the U.S. The

challenges and preparation required to
get into a doctoral program is more than
what it would be to get into our master’s
programs.”
Lackey said that UTB/TSC and UTSA
have a relationship that over the years
has promoted pathways to graduate
programs to UTSA that UTB/TSC does
not offer.
The Graduate Studies Office is
located in Room 1.202 of the University
Boulevard Classroom Building. For
more information, call 882-6552.
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UT System Chancellor answers students’ questions

By Francisco Garza
The Collegian
University of Texas System Chancellor
Francisco G. Cigarroa wants students here
to know one thing: They are the priority.
Cigarroa, along with the UT System
transition team members--Executive Vice
Chancellor for Academic Affairs David
B. Prior and Vice Chancellor and General
Counsel Barry Burgdorf--met with some
members of the Student Government
Association during a visit to UTB/TSC
March 21.
He also met with the leaders of the
Academic and Staff senates later that day.
“I felt very compelled to come here
and speak to all of you,” Cigarroa told the
SGA members.
He said two years ago, the UT System
felt it was important “to enhance the
partnership agreement.”
Cigarroa cited enhanced transparency
as one of the reasons for revisiting the
agreement.
“At the very end, boards change,” he
said. “There was a new chairman, newly
elected members of the board, and at the
end of the day we have to respect the
conclusions of the governing board and
… what we proposed together was not
accepted by the board of TSC trustees.”
On Nov. 10, the UT System board of
regents voted unanimously to terminate
its partnership agreement with Texas
Southmost College no later than Aug.
31, 2015, after Texas Southmost College
board Chairman Francisco “Kiko” Rendon
failed to send a letter to the chairman of
the UT System board of regents outlining
the core concepts the TSC trustees wanted
in a new partnership agreement with UT
System.
In a letter to Rendon earlier this year,
Cigarroa came back with two proposals
for the TSC trustees to consider: separate
both institutions and reach a contractual
agreement on the use of buildings or have
the UT System take over operation of
TSC and eliminate district taxes.
On Feb. 17, the TSC board voted
4 to 3 to have UTB/TSC become two
autonomous institutions with separate
governance and contracts for facilities
and certain staff services.
In his meeting with students last week,
Cigarroa made it clear the priority of the
UT System is students.

“The fundamental priority is to keep
our students front and center,” he said.
He also said that the UT System and the
transition team are working hard and that
“there is going to be a lot of work.”
Joshua Law, former SGA vice president
of policy and procedure, asked Cigarroa if
he knew of any positives coming from the
decision of the TSC board of trustees to
separate both institutions.
Cigarroa first said that, “one has to
respect the decision the board made.”
He continued to say that “a positive is
that Brownsville will now have a fouryear university that is separate [from a
community college] and would be like
many universities in the state of Texas.”
Cigarroa said that he did not have all
the answers yet, but that the transition
team is working to get those answers.
SGA President Jorge Muñoz asked
if the university would keep an openadmissions policy.
“I can’t answer that question,” Cigarroa
said. “The university has to serve the
students of this region.”
He said that decision is up to the
administration at the university to decide.
“What we want is that when a student
enters UTB is that they are college ready,”
Cigarroa said. “We want the students to be
able to succeed.”
Muñoz also asked if both entities would
be accredited by the time the partnership
is dissolved.
Cigarroa said that is the goal.
“We have written to [the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools] and
expressed to them the vote of the TSC
board,” he said.
The chancellor also said there will be
a workshop in April to understand what
it takes to get accreditation for both UTB
and TSC.
In the meantime, Cigarroa said, UTB
would “provide accreditation for the
community college until SACS reaches a
decision.”
Burgdorf said that “if nothing else
changes, the partnership will expire on its
own terms without either party taking any
other action on Aug. 31, 2015.”
He said the goal of UT System and the
transition team is to achieve the separation
sooner.
“Our goal is to complete the transition
on an August 2012 time frame,” Burgdorf
said.

Christopher Peña/Collegian

University of Texas System Chancellor Francisco G. Cigarroa speaks to members of the UTB/TSC Student
Government Association about the separation of UTB and TSC during a visit to campus on March 21.

He said the transition team is confident
in UTB getting accredited, and that TSC
will live under the current agreement until
SACS reaches a decision.
Regarding the recent counterproposal
to reunify TSC and UTB and having
the state or UT System assume the TSC
District’s bond debt, Cigarroa said that he
was not aware of what was on the agenda
for the TSC board’s special meeting last
Tuesday and was not informed to make a
statement. He said whatever decision is
reached, UT System will respect it.
Last Tuesday, the TSC board voted to
reject the counterproposal.
Asked about the status of the UT System
transition team, Prior said, “We’ve been
in conversations with your president
but we have also been formulating an
overarching plan.”
He said the team has engaged in
conversations with the TSC transition
leader, Robert Furgason, and is setting up
a meeting with him shortly.
After the meeting, Muñoz told The
Collegian he was satisfied.
“I’m happy they’re moving forward
with the transition team,” he said.
Muñoz also said he was happy the UT
transition team had a set date they wanted
to be done by.
“That’s great, it’s … a little short notice
but it means they mean business and they
are not going to wait until the last minute

to get everything done,” he said.
Law would like for the TSC board
and its transition team to have a similar
meeting.
“They made a decision, there had to be
a reason, we need some clarification,” he
said.
Cigarroa met with the Academic and
Staff senate leaders afterward.
Bobbette Morgan, president of the
Academic Senate, told The Collegian that
the chancellor reassured them “that the
UT System supports UTB.”
She said about 50 staff and faculty
members attended the meeting and asked
Cigarroa questions, some of which the
chancellor said were too specific to be
answered at this time.
Faculty and staff members were
concerned with their jobs, and what would
happen to specific departments. Cigarroa
said he couldn’t answer those questions,
according to Morgan.
“Faculty and staff appreciated the fact
that our chancellor cares enough to talk
to the faculty senate and the staff senate,”
Morgan said.
She also said that he emphasized that
in the days to come, there will be a great
need for faculty and staff to be included in
the process of unwinding the partnership.
Morgan said Cigarroa would return to
campus next week to meet with members
of staff and faculty.

Trustees reject unification counterproposal in 4-2 vote
By Alejandra González
The Collegian

The Texas Southmost College board
of trustees has voted 4-2 against a
counterproposal that would integrate
TSC and UT-Brownsville and have the
state or the University of Texas System
assume the college district’s bond debt.
During a special meeting Tuesday
morning, trustees also voted 4-2 against
calling for an election by the voters of
the TSC District on the proposition of
unification.
TSC board of trustees Chairman
Francisco “Kiko” Rendon, Trustees
Adela Garza, Trey Mendez and René
Torres voted against both motions while
trustees David Oliveira and Dr. Roberto
Robles voted in favor of both. Trustee
Dr. Robert Lozano was absent from the
meeting.
Oliveira, who made both motions, said
the UT System was willing to assume
TSC’s bond debt and to lower tuition and
fees on all vocational and occupational

Board counsel Daniel Rentfro resigns

program degrees.
Torres said that in the current
partnership agreement it states that the
UT System is responsible for paying
rental fees and it has not.
“Under the partnership agreement,”
Torres said, “UT-Brownsville has an
agreement with TSC to pay for rental
leases. … So, as far as I’m concerned,
and according to your cousin [state Rep.]
Rene Oliveira, the UT System is the one
that owes us the $17 million.”
TSC attorney Dan Rentfro clarified
what the original agreement states.
“The lease does say that it’s subject
to funding,” Rentfro told the board.
“There is no question that the lease was
underfunded, but the lease also says that
it’s not created a debt and so in the legal
sense, there is no debt.”
Rentfro sent a letter to Rendon
Wednesday resigning his post as
attorney, and in an interview with The
Collegian, Rendon said Rentfro offered
to continue helping with some unfinished
legal business.

“There are … a couple of lawsuits
he’s in charge of that he’ll continue to
take care of if we want him to,” Rendon
said. “If not, he’ll transfer it over to any
attorney we ask him to.”
Mendez
asked
Rentfro
about
arbitration that was supposed to take
place in March 2010.
Rentfro said that “the bill that was
passed said that the parties would
arbitrate; the parties have attempted
to resolve that and that would have
been resolved through the partnership
agreement that was [presented] before
the board last fall and rejected, so that
arbitration has not taken place.”
Oliveira added that “we opted as a
board to negotiate with them instead of
going to arbitration because, legally, we
had no leg to stand on.”
Arbitration is an alternative form
of resolving legal disputes, where the
parties refer it to one or more persons by
whose decision they agree to be bound.
During
discussion
of
the
counterproposal, Robles took issue

with what Rendon was quoted as saying
about him in a local newspaper: “This is
just Dr. Robles pushing his agenda.”
“This is not Dr. Robles’ agenda,”
Robles said. “This is the people’s
agenda.”
UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García
was not present at the meeting.
In an e-mail sent to UTB/TSC staff on
Wednesday, García said the TSC trustees
had affirmed their decision to establish
a separate junior college, ending the 20tear partnership between the UT System
and TSC.
“Our work now is to move forward,”
García stated in the e-mail. “Certainly,
separation will be a complicated task,
but one that I’m confident we will work
through while ensuring that the wellbeing of our students is paramount in
all we do. … It is time to set aside the
differences that surfaced over the last
few months and to seek solutions to the
complex path before us.”
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It’s about working together
By Michelle Serrano
and Rene Cardona Jr.
The Collegian

United Brownsville brings city’s major players at one table

Putting the defibrillator on downtown
requires the hands of people, but whom
exactly? If the denizens demand it, then it
is the obligation of city officials, but that
requires cooperation, especially given the
obstacles Brownsville faces.
The successful creation of public policy
requires cooperation among elected
officials and is integral to the successful
creation of public policy for the City
of Brownsville, but eliminating the
infighting among city commissioners and
the mayor is a request that’s easier said
than done.
“The respect is not there,” Mayor Pat
Ahumada said in reference to the city
commission. “It seems like we thrive on
putting people down. … There are a lot of
things that go on here that you will never
know but I believe [that] here, politics is
so personal. … That’s not the way we can
grow.”
The issues behind downtown have
consistently arisen left and right. With
the federal government issuing mandates
and the commission’s individual district
concerns, the downtown area has
snowballed into a monster topic jutting
out from beneath the rug.
“There’s not a big push from the
politicians to do anything about

downtown. They don’t get behind
anything. They talk a little bit about
it but none of the politicians actively
spearhead or campaign for downtown,”
said Brownsville Living administrator
and local realtor Craig Grove.
A seeming opportunism arose in some
commissioners with the creation of the
Downtown Revitalization Advisory
Committee by District 4 Commissioner
Edward Camarillo in 2005, as the area fell
in his district.
“We posted meetings for DRAC and
I don’t think we had any commissioner
come at all,” Camarillo said. “I was the
commissioner for District 4, so it was my
project, but they helped me out when it
came down to a commission vote.”
The City of Brownsville works under
a “council-manager” relationship known
for its pro-business preferences, placing
responsibility on elected commissioners
and a city manager (who is hired by the
commission) for
the creation
of public policy, with an elected mayor
serving as the sounding board for the
people to articulate their needs and,
subsequently,
communicate
those
needs to commission members through
negotiation.
The trick to get the cogs of public
administration to work at this point is
to have a mayor who is able to bargain,
where negotiations can be successful or
moot depending on the rapport between

the two entities. The mayor will focus
on an issue or interest group and then
actively appeal to the commission that
there is a need for it.
The ‘river walk’
The proposed river walk
can be said to have retained
near mythic notoriety in the
face of downtown’s future.
Like the stuff of fairy tales,
a golden child would be
delivered to the people of
Brownsville in the guise of
a shopping center developer
named Harold Elkin of
San Diego, who saw the potential of
Brownsville and its downtown area.
“[The] developers build malls based out
of San Diego [and have] been studying
[the] area for four years. It is economically
feasible to do a mall in downtown,” said
Brownsville Society for the Performing
Arts President George Ramirez.
“… A lot of people want to take
credit,” Camarillo affirms, “but it
happened back in 2006 with [Mayor
Eddie] Treviño and [civic leader Mary]
Yturria.
“I had a meeting with Mary Yturria,
myself [and] Eddie Treviño at [Yturria’s]
home and she said we have one
opportunity to bring these people to town
to showcase what could be here and we
never know what it would be. We only
knew it would be something extravagant

and hope it would be the catalyst to spur
development [of downtown].”
Ahumada is not one to accept the
label of inactivity in the
downtown issue either.
When the San Diego
investor
approached
Brownsville
with
interests in the downtown
area, Ahumada offered
the weir project as his
solution.
“The weir project:
What does that have to
do with downtown?”
Ahumada said. “The city needs two
things for growth: roads for transportation
and water; without those two things the
city cannot grow. The weir project is
something that is going to be 8 miles east
of the Gateway Bridge and it’s going to
dam up the water, raise the water level to
26 feet above sea level. This project has
been on the books for almost 30 years,
four years ago they had $20 million
already funded by the federal government.
We had all the permits to put this thing but
they never contacted Mexico formally to
move this project. Four years.”
The responsibility to contact Mexico is
a sketchy subject and seems to have fallen
on many shoulders.
Asked who specifically, the mayor said
• See ‘Downtown,’ Page 15

Biology professor’s 10 years of work bear fruit
By Héctor Aguilar
Spanish Editor
Alfred Richardson, professor emeritus
in UTB/TSC’s Biological Sciences
Department, developed an interest in
plants at an early age.
“I remember I was a very little boy,
looking at the flowers and picking
flowers and asking my mother where do
those seeds come from,” Richardson,
co-author of “Plants of Deep South
Texas: A Field Guide to Woody and
Flowering Species,” told The Collegian
in an interview during a book signing
Thursday at the Barnes & Noble
Bookstore on campus.
Richardson and co-author Ken King’s
book took 10 years of field collecting
and photographing but finally hit
bookshelves in February.
The professor formed a friendship
with King, a board member of the Valley
Nature Center in Weslaco, and the two
worked on the goal of compiling a
book of 500 plants found in deep South
Texas through continuous weekend trips
throughout Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr and
Willacy counties.
The task mushroomed into a larger
project, ending up with 850 plant
species, about three-fourths of the
flowering plants, excluding grasses, that
are known for the area and 65 new ones
that will be included in a supplement to
the book.
In one instance, Richardson asked
King if he ever experienced a runner’s
high flush of endorphins after jogging,
to which he replied no. Both, however,
came to the conclusion that they
experience a similar sensation when
going on their field trips.
Richardson believes that others should
take the time to learn more about nature.

Héctor Aguilar/Collegian

Attendees laugh as Professor Emeritus Alfred Richardson recounts his experiences in the field while gathering information for his book, “Plants of Deep South Texas,”
during a book signing Thursday. Shown (from left) are Pat Celaya, an assistant master technical instructor in the Applied Business Technology Department; Lily Hernández,
a freshman education major; Dr. Romeo Montalvo, a pediatrician; Betsy Price, director of the Center of Teaching and Learning; Letty Fernandez, director of News and
Information.

“Our wildflowers, our wildlife is very
much unappreciated, people just don’t
know it exists really,” Richardson said.
“I would like to encourage people to look
around. Maybe if they are not interested
in plants, look at the butterflies,
dragonflies, birds, whatever. There’s a
lot of interesting things outdoors.”
Freshman education major Lily
Hernández attended the book signing
precisely for that reason, her interest in
plants and gardens.
“This book gives you a lot of
information about plants and their
classification,” Hernández said. “It’s

very interesting how someone can go
above and beyond and learn more about
this, even here in the [Rio Grande]
Valley, where you rarely hear that.”
Betsy Price, director of the university’s
Center of Teaching and Learning, also
attended the event.
“The plants and the grasses tell the
history of the area,” Price said. “They
tell you where people have come from,
where they’ve gone, [and] where birds
and migration patterns have [been].
Grasses and flowers are transported
by people, by birds, by wind, by many
things, so it’s a fascinating way to learn

about the land through the beautiful
flowers.”
A Brownsville native, Richardson
attended Texas Southmost College for
two years. He obtained his bachelor’s,
master’s and doctorate from the
University of Texas at Austin.
During his teaching years at UTB/
TSC from 1977-1999, Richardson
taught general biology, plant anatomy,
taxonomy and morphology.
“Plants of Deep South Texas: A Field
Guide to Woody and Flowering Species”
(Texas A&M University Press, $30) is
available at Barnes & Noble.
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Shots&Labels
the
arts
center

Leslie Barrientos/Collegian Photos

Name: Ruben Fuentes
Classification: Sophomore
Major: History
Clothing: Metallica T-shirt, Hot Topic
($15); black skinny jeans, downtown
Brownsville (thrift store); green Nike
shoes, eBay ($100)
Accessories: earrings (vintage)

What/who inspires your style? “Music
inspires me. I love playing drums, guitar
and heavy metal. Historic events as well
inspire me.”
Describe your style in three words:
“Active, helpful and fun.”
--Compiled by Leslie Barrientos

Scholarships
The Final Stretch Grant Program
is available to students who are U.S.
citizens, “bona fide” Texas residents and
who are eligible to receive a federal Pell
Grant for the 2010-2011 academic year.
The program is open to eligible students
who are attending public or private,
two-year and four-year universities or
accredited proprietary schools in the
U.S. Qualifying students are eligible
to receive a $2,000 grant if they enroll
full time for a summer 2011 semester
in an approved institution of higher
education. The deadline to apply is
Thursday. For more information, visit
http://collegeforalltexans.com/apps/
financialaid/tofa2.cfm?ID=588.
The
2011/2012
South
Texas
Academic Rising Scholars scholarship
is available to U.S. citizens or legal
permanent residents who have earned
12 undergraduate hours and have at least
a 2.7 cumulative grade-point average.
The deadline to apply is Thursday.
For more information, visit www.
southtexasstars.org.
The
Computer
Science
and
Computer Engineering Academic
Award is available to students who
are U.S. citizens, have a minimum of
30 hours still to be completed and who
provide a digital photograph of self and
quote for display on education-portal.
com if notified as the award winner by
the selection committee. The deadline to
apply is Friday. For more information,
visit
http://education-portal.com/
pages/Computer_Science_Academic_
Scholarship.html or call (650) 425-7512.
The Healthy Lifestyles Scholarship
is available to high school senior or

first-year college students who are U.S.
citizens under 25 years of age and who
answer the following: “Why is a healthy
lifestyle important in school” (under
1,000 words) and describe your career
plans, goals and personal ambitions
(under 500 words). The deadline to
apply is April 30. For more information,
visit
http://www.studentscholarships.
org/scholarship/8809/healthy_
lifestyles_scholarship_scholarship.php.
The Cameron County Mental Health
Task Force offers scholarships to eligible
students who are pursuing graduate
higher education in one of the following
careers: psychiatric nurse practitioner,
licensed professional counselor or social
work. The award amount per semester is
$500 and will be provided during fall and
spring semesters. The deadline to apply
is Aug. 30. To get an application, send an
e-mail to cameroncountymentalhealth@
yahoo.com. For more information, send
an e-mail to UTB/TSC Student Health
Services Director Eugenia Curet at
eugenia.curet@utb.edu or call her at
882-7283.
The
College
Scholarships
Foundation Women’s Scholarship is
available to full-time undergraduate or
graduate female students who are U.S.
citizens and have a 3.0 grade-point
average or higher. Students must fill out
the online application and write an essay.
The deadline to apply is Dec. 24. For
more information and an application,
visit
http://www.collegescholarships.
org/our-scholarships/women.htm.
--Compiled by Daniel Beltrán

The
Ramsey Lewis
Trio
infectious blend of gospel,
classical and jazz
– winner of three Grammys
Thursday, March 31, 2011 • 7:30 p.m.
SPECIAL STUDENT PRICING
$6 orchestra front • $10 balcony

Ticket holder must present valid Sting ID for admission.
The University of Texas at Brownsville
and Texas Southmost College
To purchase tickets or for more information, go to
www.utb.edu/artscenter or call (956) UTB-TKTS.
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Government class conducts forum on DREAM Act
By Irma Mora
The Collegian
Students in Assistant Professor Leland
Coxe’s American government and policy
class concluded their service learning
project on Tuesday morning by hosting
a forum on the Development, Relief and
Education of Alien Minors Act.
The DREAM Act is a bipartisan proposal
that would give illegal immigrant students
who have graduated from U.S. high
schools and have lived in the United States
for five consecutive years the opportunity
to enlist in the military or attend college
and grant a path to citizenship, according
to dreamact.info.
A panel of speakers consisting of UTB/
TSC President Juliet V. García, Center
for Civic Engagement staff member
the Rev. Armand Mathew, Student
Government Association Vice President
of Administration Rosalinda Rangel,
Deputy Mexican Consul Georgina
Barquet and Government Department
Lecturer Gabriela Zavaleta answered the
students’ questions about positive and
negative impacts the act would have on
the community.
Junior management major Daniel
Flores asked García, “Since a lot of
families are already here in the United
States and [DREAM Act] recipients aren’t
allowed to have their families come over
with them, how would that be taken into
consideration when they apply to school
when … it’s not meant for them to have
their families with them?”
“Universities,” García said, “are
unaccustomed to examine questions
of legal status or, much less, of family

Junior management major Daniel Flores asks a
question about immigration during a forum on the
Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors
Act, held March 21 in the SET-B Lecture Hall.

Chess

Continued from Page 1

chess in the nation. … We will be doing our
best to bring the title to Brownsville for the
first time.”
Grandmaster Mauricio Flores, a junior
mathematics and physics major, who will
also compete in the President’s Cup, said the
tournament will feature 12 grandmasters of
chess, three from each university, making it
the toughest Final 4 yet.
“It may be worth to know that in the
whole world there [are] only about 25
grandmasters attending college,” Flores
told The Collegian via e-mail.
However, aside from the tough challenge
the competition will be, he feels prepared to
take on the other three universities.
“I feel very well going into the Final
Four,” Flores said. “I believe our preparation
as a team has been good and I think we are a
serious candidate to obtain first place.”

Sergio Salazar/Collegian

Georgina Barquet, deputy consul of the Mexican Consulate in Brownsville, answers a student’s question on the DREAM Act during a forum March 21 in the SET-B Lecture
Hall.

residence or family habits of crossing
the border. We are interested in looking
for students who want to learn, who are
scholars … who are chess champions, who
want to study physics and are interested
coming to the university.”
Mathew was asked his opinion on the
DREAM Act.
“By not giving these young people the
best possible opportunity for education,”
he said, “we are losing an enormous,
precious and invaluable human capital.”
Flores asked Rangel if there would
be any “repercussions to student life,
financially maybe, by raising tuition” or
book prices.
“One main question the students had
when we did this petition was,” Rangel
said, “well, do they get financial aid?
They don’t get federal financial aid. They
get state-funded financial aid, which is
Texas Grant. … Even for that, you have
to have several requirements to qualify.”
Asked how the DREAM Act would
affect English-speaking students who are
in a class with a student who had English

as a second language and the professor
had to repeat information because the
immigrant did not understand, a few
speakers responded.
“I’m a lecturer,” Zavaleta said, “I see
students that are not necessarily having
trouble with English because their primary
language was Spanish. … In my classes, I
have students who speak Portuguese …
German. In my classes I have students that
come from Canada, English, but they still
don’t understand some of the concepts
and they still ask us to repeat some of
the material. … There are programs on
campus that help the students, and those
are the students that will seek the help
because they know they are perfectly
aware of their potential.”
Barquet added, “The person asking
the question is probably asking the same
question that others want to ask but are
afraid of doing, so they are benefitting the
entire classroom.”
The class has been working on this
project since the beginning of the semester
after Betsy Price, director of the Teaching

and Learning Center and Support Office
for Part-Time Faculty proposed the idea.
The class followed a set of guidelines
placed by Coxe to complete the project.
They voted on the moderator, developed
the questions and contacted the speakers.
The students learned about the DREAM
Act as they worked on the project and
developed opinions.
“It does not matter what race or
religion you are, everyone should have
an equal chance at education,” freshman
environmental sciences major Andre
Muñoz said.
The DREAM Act proposal was first
introduced in 2001, according to the
National Immigration Law Center website
(nilc.org). Another version was introduced
last December but the proposal was
defeated by a Senate filibuster on Dec. 18.
“Where it stands exactly right now, I’m
not sure, but it’s got a very interesting
coalition of both Democrats and
Republicans working for and against it,”
Coxe said.

Rosalinda Rangel, Student Government Association vice president of administration, expresses her views on the DREAM Act during the March 21 forum.

The chess team garnered third place in
the President’s Cup in 2009 and second
in 2010, when it hosted the tournament at
UTB/TSC.
During Spring Break, Bachmann and
senior international business major Max
Cornejo participated in the Western Class
Championships in which a total of 33
individuals competed. They played five
rounds each against players from other
universities. The tournament was held
March 11-13 in Agoura Hills, Calif.
Bachmann took first place with 4.5 points
and Cornejo finished in eighth place with
3 points.
“I am really happy with the success in the
Western Class,” Bachmann said. “It gives
me a lot of confidence to face this Final 4
and together with my teammates.”
Timur Gareyev, a grandmaster and senior
business major, also placed first at the 2011
Marchand Open held March 12-13 at St.
John Fisher College in Rochester, N.Y.

SGA

Continued from Page 3

Academic Progress policy. “We are
the Student Government Association.
Being that we carry ourselves as
being the example for all the other
organizations, why wouldn’t we have a
GPA standard? And so my argument is
that we do have to raise the standard a
little bit more because of the fact that
we pride ourselves to be the example of
everybody else.”
Rangel said that other SGA’s in the
University of Texas System--El Paso,
San Antonio, Dallas and Austin--require
their senators and executive officers
to maintain a 2.5 grade-point average.
“I
think that no matter what we have, we’re
always going to exclude people from
it,” she said. “If you leave it at 2.0, then
we’re excluding the people that are in

SAP probation, which I’m sure it’s a lot
of students, so we’re excluding people
no matter what.”
The senate also approved Resolution
No. 30, which provides no more
than $1,000 for organizational and
operational costs of the Leadership
Conference, which will be held from 8
a.m. to 3 p.m. April 9 in the Recreation,
Education and Kinesiology Center.
According to the resolution, “members
of the SGA, along with members of
Student Life, will present and volunteer
at the Leadership Conference in efforts
to promote stronger leadership skills
among the student body and student
organizations.”
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Need money for college?

Club

spotlight
Francisco Garza/Collegian

Members of the Tau Kappa Epsilon Fraternity include (front row, from left) William Robert Fern, Secretary Craig
Price, President Jeff Allen, Vice President Michael Quiñones and Jorge A. Muñoz. Back row: Michael Almazan,
Kevin de la Cruz and Leonardo Soto.
Leslie Barrientos/Collegian

Name: Tau Kappa Epsilon Fraternity
Purpose: To mentor others, seek
leadership positions on campus and
provide the opportunity to network for
your post-collegial life.
Established: Spring 2010
President: Jeff Allen
Vice President: Michael Quiñones
Secretary: Craig Price
Treasurer: David Guerra
Adviser: Sports Information and
Sports Development/Marketing
Director Rolando Zamora
Activities: Sombrero Fest, Spring Luau
and a concert that will address voter
awareness starting at noon Wednesday
on the Student Union’s Lawn.
Meetings: 5 p.m. Thursday in the
Student Union’s Salon Bougainvillea.

Requirements: Must be in compliance
with Satisfactory Academic Progress
and be a male.
Dues: Candidates pay $125 and an
initiation fee of $285
For more information: Send an e-mail
to Allen at jeff13tx@hotmail.com or to
Zamora at ronnie.zamora@utb.edu.
--Compiled by Daniel Beltrán
If your student club or organization
would like to be featured in The
Collegian, call reporter Daniel Beltrán
at 882-5143 or send him an e-mail at
collegian@utb.edu.

Earn $100 this week

Donate your plasma at Talecris Plasma Resources to
help save the lives of patients worldwide and earn
up to $100 this week as a new donor.

1401 East Washington Street
Brownsville, TX
(956) 982-0445
www.talecrisplasma.com

Monday: 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Thursday: 8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Friday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Saturday: 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

www.utbcollegian.com

UTB/TSC’s Financial Aid office advises students where the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) mobile spots are located on campus.
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Downtown

Continued from Page 8

“The mayor, the city, whoever. It makes
no difference who, it just never got done.”
Camarillo
countered,
stating
“[Ahumada] never understood that we
needed the funds from Mexico. He was
strong opposition with us on the issue.”
The opposition stemmed from the
Secure Fence Act, spurring high drama
courtesy of Homeland Security. The
golden child of Brownsville’s mythology
retreated, as miles of a steel barrier would
be erected to prevent terror threats from
entering the United States from the south.
Certainly a beautiful sprawling river walk
with multitiered shopping plazas could
never subsist with such a militarized
impediment.
The border fence
The high drama of the televised city
commission meetings spoke volumes of
the sentiments of the majority.
Residents did not want the wall to go up,
and Ahumada sided with them, offering
up a solution: Reinforce the levees, a
topic that the city commissioners could
not meet him eye to eye given the gravity
of the situation.
But, the commissioners were not
prepared for tangling with the federal
government.
“The federal government was very
tricky,” Camarillo said. “We were given
notice to then city manager,” which read
“You have X decision by X date. If you
fail to make a decision, by force, the land
is ours.”
Camarillo understood that this would
throw a wrench in the plans that had been
worked on since 2006. “The goal of the
[river walk] plan was for no border wall.
. the plans were for fortifying levees. For
years the city has wanted this.”

He suggests that all is not lost in this
effort though.
“They haven’t shut the door on us yet-we still have the opportunity to regain our
property back where Hope Park is all the
way to B&M,” he said. “No one else in
the country can do [that].”
Ahumada said, “We lost an opportunity
before the courts to say ‘You are killing
the economy of the city of Brownsville.’”
He added that even if the city was to
pursue the river walk idea today, it would
cost “approximately $13 [million] to $16
million [to] remove the wall . . . at [the
city’s] expense.”
But Camarillo disagrees.
“It would cost money ... I would have
to go back [and] see who would … incur
the cost,” he said. “ … I want to say it was
the federal government [but] I would have
to go back and check what the language
was in the agreement.”
Imagine Brownsville
Not kept down by the history and
lack of revitalization’s mobility, the city
continues to try to move forward with
Imagine Brownsville, the plans of which
are being handled by United Brownsville
and its committees, but Ahumada has a
bone to pick with that as well.
“It’s a scam,” said Ahumada, whose
criticisms come from the wariness of the
volunteers orchestrating the expenditures
of considerable amounts of money
without any direct oversight by elected
officials or the community.
“For profit--I exposed them. Then they
created a nonprofit group. It’s on record,
it’s on TV,” Ahumada said.
United
Brownsville
became
a
corporation last February and has
15 committees, including one for
downtown, composed of members from
the commission and the city’s seven
main
institutions--the
Brownsville
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The University of Texas at Brownsville
and Texas Southmost College
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Michelle Serrano/Collegian

United Brownsville was created to facilitate improvements not only in downtown but in the entire city.

Economic Development Council, the
Public Utilities Board, Brownsville
Community
Improvement
Corp.,
Greater Brownsville Incentives Corp.,
Brownsville Independent School District,
the Brownsville Navigation District
and UTB/TSC--unifying them to work
together to complete the 150 strategies
laid out in Imagine Brownsville, which
the city adopted in 2009.
Ahumada also has a gripe about the
funds used to create the expansive
initiative of about $800,000, which paid
for consultants to oversee the planning
process, because he contends it should
have been used in the city as it is taxpayer
cash.
United Brownsville receives its funds
through the seven institutions, which pay
an annual membership fee of $25,000. It
is anticipated most of the funds will come
from this, said Irv Downing, co-chair of
the United Brownsville Coordinating
Board.

Unifying Brownsville’s organizations
under the mechanism of United
Brownsville has the potential to
avoid leaving Imagine Brownsville’s
multifaceted plan with some of its
multiyear implementation steps on the
shelf.
“There were hundreds of volunteer
man hours put into this whole effort by
a variety of people who were interested
in the development of their community,
so you don’t want the plan to sit on the
shelf,” Downing said.
“From a governmental standpoint, the
power of it is when you bring all these
folks together … in a United Brownsville
meeting, they say ‘we’ve got this going,’
so you have a discussion on that and
everybody is communicating about it.
… There is a desire to not transcend the
political process--it’s really embedded in
the political process--but it really tries to
be overlain on top of that because they’re
multiyear projects.”
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Report: 230,000 displaced
by Mexico’s drug war
Associated Press
MEXICO CITY--A report suggests that
at least 230,000 people have been displaced
in Mexico because of drug violence and
that about half of them may have taken
refuge in the United States.
The study by the Swiss-based Internal
Displacement Monitoring Center says the
Mexican government does not compile

figures on people who have had to leave
their homes because of turf battles between
drug gangs.
The center says last week’s report is
based on studies by local researchers.
But recently released government census
figures support the idea of an exodus. The
census shows almost two-thirds of homes
in one hard-hit northern Mexico township
have been abandoned.

Dewhurst: Public education
Medicaid can be saved
Associated Press
NEW BRAUNFELS--Lt. Gov. David
Dewhurst says spending on public
education can be maintained and even
increased in the next two-year budget.
Dewhurst also vowed Friday that the
state Senate, over which he presides, would
not agree to cut Medicaid reimbursement
rates for nursing homes. The Republican
lieutenant governor’s vision is a far cry

from the cringe-inducing cuts headed for a
vote in the House this week.
“We can still fund education, the
Foundation School Program ... at the same
appropriated level we’re funding right this
second, actually higher,” Dewhurst said at
a legislative conference.
Dewhurst said staggering cuts can be
avoided by selling state land, reducing
certain expenses and raising other “nontax” revenue.

Texas jobless rate 8.2% in February
Associated Press
AUSTIN--The Texas unemployment
rate for February has slipped to 8.2 percent.
The Texas Workforce Commission on
Friday announced the seasonally adjusted
figure compares to a statewide metro
jobless rate of 8.3 percent in January.
Nationally, unemployment stood at 8.9
percent last month.
Commission Chairman Tom Pauken

says hiring in the professional and business
services industry rose in February, with
companies adding about 14,500 jobs.
Texas total nonfarm employment was up
by 22,700 jobs last month, for a total gain
of 254,200 jobs from a year ago.
The Midland area had the state’s lowest
unemployment rate, at 4.8 percent. The
highest unemployment for Texas was
in Edinburg-McAllen-Mission, at 12.2
percent.

Board

Continued from Page 1

Furgason said a community college
should have an open-admission policy and
TSC’s target goal is to have an accessible
and affordable higher education system.
He noted Anthony’s experience before
the board voted to hire him.
“He has credentials that I don’t have,”
Furgason said. “He has been a reviewer and
evaluator for [the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools], as an evaluator of
community college accreditation systems.
… At this point the accreditation is really
a function of the University of Texas at
Brownsville and as time goes on, Texas
Southmost College will have to establish
its own direct accreditation with the
community college aspect of it.”
“So, I think Dr. Anthony will be a real
asset to your board and to the community in
having the insights of how the community
college operates and what is necessary
to maintain a high-quality community
college.”
Anthony is the founding president of
Collin County Community College in
North Texas and has served as president at
three other institutions in California, New
York and Oregon.
On the transition team with Furgason
and Anthony are Brownsville attorneys
Horacio Barrera and Frank Perez.
Furgason also said he will meet with UT
System’s transition team that on April 4.
“We will meet in Austin and start
hashing out these kinds of issues, trying
to focus on the most immediate and the
highest priorities first and then work our
way through them.”
Trustee David Oliveira questioned
Furgason about his fees.
Furgason said his compensation is $150
per hour with a monthly cap of $10,000
without approval of the board.
He will gradually hand over his duties to
the person selected as TSC president.
Oliveira also asked Furgason’s opinion
on the financial difficulty TSC might
encounter as it tries to become a single
entity.
“It’s not going to be an easy process, it
is not a fun place to be in Texas, or in most
places, in higher ed because they’re getting
cut,” Furgason responded.
The trustees also approved legal counsel
invoices, but they did not disclose the
amount or who was being paid.
At the Feb. 17 meeting, Trustee Adela
Garza made the motion, after Trustees
Oliveira and Dr. Robert Robles walked
out, to hire Furgason to lead the transition
team, with Trustee Trey Mendez seconding
the motion.
Furgason told The Collegian he met
with every board member in an informal
discussion after an invitation extended
by TSC board Chair Francisco “Kiko”
Rendon, but neither individual could
provide the exact date.
“It was an informal discussion for them
to see me and have an opportunity to find
out what interest I would have, and I used
the opportunity to find out what just would
be the responsibilities of this particular
activity,” Furgason said. “ … At that time
the board hadn’t even decided--they had
been presented the options by [UT System
Chancellor Francisco] Cigarroa and the UT
board of regents but at that point they had
not decided which option they were going
to pursue.”
Joint venture plan
During Thursday’s meeting the board
authorized the transition team to negotiate
with the TSTC System for future joint
venture opportunities beneficial to the TSC
District.
Rendon told The Collegian TSTC sent a
letter proposing the offer to both UTB and
TSC.

The Collegian

“Actually TSTC made an offer to us and
to UTB jointly and separately to look for
any opportunities where they can help us
or we can help each other,” he said.
The board then authorized the transition
team to draft a job description for a college
president and to advertise the position.
These steps come after Fitch Ratings,
an international bond ratings agency,
issued Texas Southmost College a ratings
watch negative March 14 because of the
uncertainty it faces in separating from
UTB.
However, College of Business Dean
Mark Kroll said being placed on a rating
watch negative is standard procedure.
“If something happens to an organization
that has bonds outstanding, then that
exposes the investors to some measure
of newer risk that wasn’t there before, so
[Fitch Ratings], just like I said, telegraph[s]
the world: ‘Look, we don’t know what the
situation is going to be, we’re going to be
watching it and if things work out, we’ll
take them off the list. If things don’t work
out, we may downgrade [the rating].’”
TSC still has a rating of AA on its
$60 million limited tax bonds and $13.3
maintenance tax notes, but Kroll said if
a bond rating slips, interest rates would
increase.
“Well, if you paid $1,000 for a bond, that
yields 5 percent--you get $50 a year. … If
your bond drops because its credit rating
declines--let’s say it falls to $900--well,
now you have a bond that’s yielding 5.5
percent because you still [have to get paid]
the $50 … Well, if you divide 50 by 900,
it comes to out to about 5.5 percent and if
things get worse, then the yield keeps going
up as the bond keeps falling in value.”
Because TSC has bonds backed by fees,
which are levied on students, and backed
by taxes, which are paid by the district’s
taxpayers, such a downgrade would mean
higher fees and taxes to make the interest
payments.
“If you keep your bond rating high, then
you can sell your bonds for a higher price:
The higher the price, the lower the yield
or the less interest you have to pay on the
debt,” Kroll said, “ … which means less
income you need to service the debt.”
Rendon told The Collegian Fitch did not
have adequate information, which led to
TSC being placed under watch.
“If we would have put the transition team
together in December, when I first proposed
instead of waiting until now, we’d have a
lot of the information the ratings agencies
want already available,” he said. “By not
having a transition team in December,
which Dr. Robles and Mr. Oliveira did not
want, it put us at a disadvantage. Now we
are behind schedule. … Because of the lack
of information, they put us on that watch.”
Rendon said TSC does have information
on such things as enrollment and budget
projections but it was not released publicly
because it needs to be checked by the
transition team.
“Since they’re projections, you’ve got to
make sure your assumptions are correct,”
he said. “Some of those assumptions
weren’t our assumptions--they were
assumptions made by the UT System.
We’ve got to make sure we agree with
those assumptions. Until you are sure
about it, you release it.”
If TSC gets the financial information
out on time, Rendon said “it’ll be very
positive--the financial projections that we
are working on.”
Robles and UTB/TSC President Juliet V.
García were absent from the meeting.
The next TSC board of trustees meeting
is scheduled at 5:30 p.m. April 28 in the
Gorgas Hall boardroom.
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‘Chasing A’s’ showcases campus talent
By Francisco Garza
The Collegian

UTB/TSC’s Communication Department
will present “Chasing A’s,” a play by
Tony Broadwick, at 7:30 p.m. Friday
and Saturday in the SET-B Lecture Hall.
Admission is $3.
The play had a media-only performance
Wednesday night in the broadcast studio of
the International Technology, Education
and Commerce Center.
The story takes place in the Jackson
Heights neighborhood of Queens, N.Y.,
where the Zamoras, a Mexican family,
moves in next door to the Shahs, a

Pakistani family. The overprotective
parents clash over the relationship
between the Zamoras’ daughter and the
Shahs’ son.
Communication Department Chair
Sharaf Rehman directs the play and
portrays patriarch Gohar Bin Shah.
Rehman shows excellent comedic
timing, often having to play the nononsense straight man to Juliana Ibarra’s
over-the-top but incredibly funny Jasmine
Shah, his wife.
Ibarra, a graduate student does an
excellent job of playing an overprotective
mother.
Communication Lecturer Gil Castillo

Sergio Salazar/Collegian Photos

Juliana Ibarra (right) gives her son, played by Gil Castillo, advice about women in a scene from “Chasing A’s.”

Communication Lecturer Gil Castillo (from left), freshman art major Abigail Gaona, graduate student Juliana
Ibarra and Communication Department Chair Sharaf Rehman rehearse for the comedy “Chasing A’s.” The play
will be performed at 7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday in the in SET-B Lecture Hall.

does a good job of playing Alex Shah, the
source of pride for his parents, a medical
student who does not have the best
judgment when it comes to women.
But the break-out star of the play has
to be Abigail Gaona, playing Sanam, the
Shahs’ 13-year-old daughter.
Gaona, a freshman art major, paints
a spot-on portrait of a sarcastic, smart
mouth, sometimes annoying little sister.
Government Assistant Professor Carlos
Figueroa and Priscilla Jerez, a sophomore
psychology major, do a good job playing

the Zamora family, Pablo and Desdemona.
Melissa Hernandez’s portrayal of their
daughter Vela Zamora as a not-so-smart,
money-hungry girl, is the last piece of the
puzzle in this play.
Oh, and let’s not forget Academic
Adviser Janie Llanas, who does an
incredibly funny job as Maria, the
housekeeper.
The play offers a fun, inexpensive
activity for a Friday or Saturday night.

Tell us what you think! Send an e-mail to collegian@utb.edu
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Cristina Kahlo un vínculo a la pintora mexicana
Por Héctor Aguilar
Editor de español

Un día Frida Kahlo estaba formada para
entrar al cine y una mujer se burlaba de
ella, diciéndole a su compañero, “Mira a
esta mujer ridícula”.
Frida, ofendida, se acercó a la mujer,
la abofeteó violentamente y le preguntó,
“¿Hay alguna cosa que quiera decirme?”
Después se regresó a la fila y compró sus
boletos para la función como sin nada.
Esa es una de las anécdotas que contó
Cristina Kahlo Alcalá sobre su famosa tía
abuela.
Cristina Kahlo, fotógrafa, atrajo a cerca
de doscientas personas el 16 de marzo al
Museo de Bellas Artes de Brownsville,
mismo día en que el museo alcanzó un
record de más de 5,000 visitas.
“Frida aquí a este museo ha traído a
gente de muchísimas, partes no nada más
de Estados Unidos sino del mundo”, dijo
Marcela Ronquillo de Hinojosa, directora
ejecutiva del Museo de Bellas Artes
de Brownsville. “Tener la presencia de
Cristina Kahlo en el museo… es un orgullo
y un honor para Texas, para Brownsville y
sobre todo para esta gran institución”.
Entre los visitantes que ha traído la
exposición se encuentra Pamela Wilde, de
Wausau, Wisconsin.
“Vine de vacaciones por una semana
y… la [profesora de UTB/TSC] Eileen

Michal… nos invitó al evento… Su sobrina
describió su vida muy bien”, dijo Wilde.
Pat Ahumada, el alcalde de Brownsville,
estuvo presente.
“Yo apoyo mucho la cultura, en
particular a este museo que promueve la
educación, promueve las relaciones….
Esta exhibición de Frida Kahlo es algo que
no le puedes poner precio”, dijo Ahumada.
Cristina Kahlo es hija mayor de Antonio,
uno de los hijos de Cristina, la única de las
cinco hermanas de Frida que tuvo hijos.
“En primer lugar, la exposición es
extraordinaria, entonces el entusiasmo se
justifica, y yo creo que hay gran interés”,
comentó Kahlo. “Es una espléndida
exposición, una gran oportunidad de ver
el trabajo de Nikolas Murray y parte del
archivo de la Casa Azul”.
El museo recientemente exhibió una
colección fotográfica de Murray, amante y
fotógrafo de Frida Kahlo.
La historia de la artista, según como
Kahlo la relató, comienza cuando su
bisabuelo Wilhelm Kahl emigra de
Alemania a Veracruz, México, y se cambia
el nombre a Guillermo Kahlo.
Después de enviudar y tener dos hijas,
Guillermo se casó con Matilde Calderón
con quien tuvo cuatro hijas, Frida, Cristina,
Adriana y Matilde.
Guillermo, quien era fotógrafo, fue
contratado por el secretario de finanzas
de Porfirio Díaz, José Y. Limantour, para

Cristina Kahlo, fotógrafa y sobrina-nieta de Frida Kahlo posa, con Alyssa Dale, una estudiante de la escuela
episcopal de St. Alban’s en Harlingen.

Nombre: Dianeth Rodríguez
Edad: 21
Ciudad Natal: Hidalgo
Promedio: 3.9
Especialidad: Psicología y asociado en trabajo social
Clasificación: Estudiante de cuarto año
Fecha de graduación: Mayo del 2011
Reconocimientos: Lista del Presidente: Otoño 2007,
Primavera 2008, Otoño 2008, 2009; Lista del Decano:
Primavera 2009, Primavera 2010 y Otoño 2010; Vamos
Scholarship y Hispanic Scholarship Fund.
Pasatiempos: “Me encanta leer libros, escuchar música
clásica, pasar tiempo con mis amigos, con mi familia, estar con
las orquestas, con las bandas. Me encanta tocar la trompeta y el
corno francés”.
Actividades extracurriculares: “Soy parte de Alpha Chi,
la sociedad de honor, Psy Chi, una sociedad de honor en
psicología. SACNAS es otra organización que promueve la
ciencia y las investigaciones en la ciencia. La otra organización
en la que estoy es el Minority Biomedical Research Support
and Research Initiative for Scientific Enhancement program,
un programa que también promueve las investigaciones de
ciencia y a través de ése programa he podido trabajar aquí con
la escuela de salud pública”.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? “Uno que combinara mi
interés en enseñar a alumnos en nivel de colegio, también que
integraran las investigaciones que podrían prevenir diferentes
problemas de salud en niños, especialmente en problemas de
psicología clínica y también trabajar o sea en parte en hospital
donde pueda ver pacientes”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Ser aceptada en un programa
graduado ya sea [una] maestría o un programa de doctorado

Héctor Aguilar/Collegian

Cuatro participantes se vistieron de Frida Kahlo para el concurso de parecidas. De izquierda, Mariela Gómez,
maestra del Instituto Kenmont Montessori, recibió cuarto lugar; segundo lugar fue para Alyssa Dale, de la
escuela episcopal de St. Alban’s; Nelly Lira, estudiante de último año de arte en UTB/TSC, recibió el primer
lugar; y el tercer lugar fue otorgado a Maricarmen Cadena, directora de la compañía de inversiones NAI México.

recorrer todo México y retratar iglesias,
catedrales y otros edificios importantes.
Fue también él quien influyó mucho en la
vida de Frida.
Entre los tesoros descubiertos en un
baño del Museo Casa Azul que estuvo
clausurado por 50 años se encontraron
fotografías
tomadas
por
Frida,
demostrando la influencia de Guillermo.
En una de ellas aparecen herramientas de
carpintería centradas en la foto y en la otra
una muñeca tirada en el suelo junto a una
carroza de un caballo que brinca como si
fuera un accidente.
Después del accidente en un autobús en
donde un pasamanos del autobús donde
viajaba le atravesó la pelvis y ella terminó
con una columna fracturada.
Durante los nueve meses que Frida
pasó en la cama enyesada, su padre le dio
pintura con las que desarrolló, lo que haría
el resto de su vida.
En 1929, Frida y Diego Rivera se casaron
y viajaron por Estados Unidos por varios
años en los que Rivera pintó murales.
Kahlo fue sometida a 32 cirugías a
lo largo de su vida y padeció de polio y
a pesar de esto luchó mucho y tenía un
carácter fuerte, comentó su sobrina-nieta.
La pareja regresaría a México y allí
viviría el resto de su controversial vida
como pareja hasta que Frida falleciera en

en psicología clínica y después de eso mi meta sería acabar el
programa, graduar con esas profesiones y ya poder buscar un
trabajo en esa área”.
¿Cómo te ves dentro de 10 años? “Con mis certificaciones de
esas escuelas y ya me veo trabajando en lo que me gusta, como
sería en un hospital donde pueda tener parte de trabajo en una
universidad, haciendo investigaciones con niños para poder
prevenir la depresión en los adolecentes, suicidio y tipo de esas
cosas”.
¿Qué te gustaría aportar a la universidad? “Un ejemplo a
los alumnos. Que sí se puede acabar cualquier certificación que
quieras hacer y que puedes tomar oportunidades que beneficien
a los alumnos. Y que ellos tengan un ejemplo que puedan ver
y que puedan decir: ‘Esa persona o ese alumno era como yo:
Era hispana, era de familia de bajos recursos y pudo acabar su
bachillerato’”.
¿Qué lección has aprendido durante el semestre pasado
que te ha hecho pensar de otra manera? “En mi primer año
en colegio, yo pensé que iba a ser como en [la preparatoria]
donde las [orientadoras] te decían todo lo que necesitabas
que entregar y todo y así era como yo pensaba pero durante
mis años en colegio aprendí que tú tienes que tener la
determinación y la motivación de buscar programas, becas,
diferentes intercambios con otras instituciones durante el
verano. Que puedes adquirir experiencia en lo que tú quieras
trabajar y eso es lo que he aprendido”.
Anécdota: “Cuando yo entré al colegio mi primer año, durante
los finales, yo iba a los exámenes equivocados, al tiempo
equivocado y yo según ya había estudiado para todos los
exámenes, ya tenía el material, pero desafortunadamente ese
examen ya había pasado o era después, ¡Fue un caos!”
--Recopilado por Daniel Beltrán

1954 de una neumonía.
Cuatro participantes arropadas con
trajes de tehuana, flores en el pelo y con
una uniceja, rasgos característicos de la
pintora, hicieron que Frida cobrara vida
en el museo como parte de un concurso de
parecidas de Frida.
Nelly Lira, estudiante de último año
de arte en UTB/TSC, recibió el primer
lugar por su representación de Frida;
Alyssa Dale, una estudiante de 10 años
de la escuela episcopal de St. Alban’s en
Harlingen, recibió el segundo lugar; el
tercer lugar fue otorgado a Maricarmen
Cadena, directora de la compañía de
inversiones NAI México; y Mariela
Gómez, maestra del Instituto Kenmont
Montessori en Brownsville, recibió cuarto
lugar.
“Yo soy admiradora de Frida Kahlo…”,
dijo Lira. “Yo puedo decirte que Frida
Kahlo es una de las artistas que realmente
ha motivado mi carrera, porque su arte es
algo muy profundo, es algo que mueve
a todas las masas que ven su arte y ha
transformado el mío, simplemente [para]
hacer mi arte más introspectivo, dar más
de mi vida y poner más de mí”.
Cristina Kahlo próximamente tendrá
una exposición fotográfica del danzón
mexicano en la terminal 1 del aeropuerto
de la ciudad de México.

Estudiante
de hoy
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Scorpions target Javelinas for second meeting
UTB/TSC Stings opponents
during Spring Break, boosts
overall record by 10 wins
By Louie Vera
Sports Editor
While most students were stuck in
traffic on the bridge to South Padre
Island or engaging in typical Spring
Break festivities, UTB/TSC’s baseball
team was hard at work.
The Scorpions played a whopping 11
games in eight days, coming out with
an impressive 10-1 record, and despite
a loss to Texas A&M University-Corpus
Christi last Tuesday, the team improved
to 25-6 overall.
Results for the weekend series against
Northwood University were unavailable
at press time.
UTB/TSC will be back on the
diamond Tuesday for its second meeting
of the season scheduled for a 6 p.m.
start against Texas A&M UniversityKingsville at Scorpion Field.
Third-year coach Bryan Aughney said
many of his players have aspirations of
climbing their way to the major leagues
and called the Spring Break stretch “Pro
Week” as the team had a taste of what it
would be like to play in the Big Show.
“We don’t have school, they just wake
up and go to the yard,” Aughney said.
“Going 10-1 on the week I was real happy
with our guys. It’s a definite mental grind
and it was warm out all week, and it starts
to wear on you.”
The one loss came on March 18 when
the Scorpions dropped a 6-5 decision to
Wiley College, giving up solo home runs
in the seventh and ninth innings. UTB/
TSC threatened in the ninth with runners
on second and third with only one out, but

Christopher Peña/ Collegian Photos

The UTB/TSC Baseball Team warms up with a light jog last Wednesday in preparation for last weekend’s
conference series against Northwood University. Results were not available at press time. The Scorpions host
Texas A&M University-Kingsville at 6 p.m. Tuesday.

Wildcats reliever Christopher Dowdell
was able to harmlessly induce the final
two outs.
“A tight conference game that we had
an opportunity to win,” Aughney said.
“We just didn’t execute offensively as
much as we should have. Our pitchers
pitched well and kept us in the game.
Zach [Armstrong] threw well and had two
mistakes, and [Wiley] made him pay for
it but [Armstrong] limited them to solo
home runs. We ask for guys to pound the
strike zone and that’s going to happen but
we bounced back and got the next game.
All in all, we had a good week.”
UTB/TSC seems to be maturing and
gaining consistency in all three phases of
the game: hitting, pitching and fielding.
The
Scorpions
outscored
their

opponents a combined 107-27 runs,
including exceptional performances from
Felix Fanaselle, who earned the Red
River Athletic Player of the Week for
March 14-20, hitting 12 of 22 with three
doubles, two triples and a homer.
“All our bats are coming around and
we’re learning how to work as a team,”
Fanaselle said. “Individually, hitting, I
feed off the guys and when we all start
hitting, it rolls and I feel comfortable [at
the plate].
Another hot bat came from team
captain Matt Warner, who raised his
batting average to .342 on the season
and added 18 RBI’s to his team-high 32
during the 11-game span.
“It was just getting some little things
right with my mechanics and I’m seeing

the ball really well right now,” Warner
said. “I’m just glad I can make my
contribution to the team and help out
with wins.”
Warner added while the team has been
successful early on, just winning a series
or scratching a win out isn’t enough.
“Expectations have been great, we’re
on a good track recordwise,” he said.
“Overall, we have good team chemistry.
We take 2 of 3 or 3 of 4, no one’s just
accepting we just won the weekend
[series], which is good.”
On the mound the Scorpions continued
their dominance as the team has given up
two or fewer runs in 21 of 31 games.
Pitcher Mitch Schaafsma enjoyed a
solid week, tossing 14 strong innings and
giving up only one run while striking out
eight batters to improve his record to 6-2
overall.
“Our pitching is definitely our strong
suit,” he said. “We have a lot of starters
that can give us strong outings and we
have a good bullpen, too. I just tried to
go out there and hit my spots and keep
players off balance. I don’t pitch the
hardest, but so far it’s worked out pretty
good.”

UTB/TSC Baseball Coach Bryan Aughney hits a
ground ball to Scorpion infielders during practice last
Wednesday at Scorpion Field.

Women’s Golf Team hits links for final tuneup
By Louie Vera
Sports Editor

Christopher Peña/ Collegian

UTB/TSC senior golfer Andrea Cadriel hits a practice
shot last Wednesday at the Fort Brown Memorial
Golf Course. Cadriel and the rest of the women’s
golf team will compete today and Tuesday in the
Bluebonnet Invitational tournament at Thorntree
Country Club in the North Texas city of DeSoto.

The Red River Athletic Conference
Golf Tournament is less than a month
away for the UTB/TSC Women’s Golf
Team, which is hoping to find its groove
for the big event today in the Bluebonnet
Invitational at Thorntree Country Club
in DeSoto.
After a disappointing 12th-place
finish at the University of Mary HardinBaylor Spring Invitational March 8, the
women are hoping their tireless efforts
on the practice range and course will
come together for two consecutive
rounds.
“This is definitely a big trial for us,”
senior Andrea Cadriel said. “Our big
competitor Northwood [University],
this is their hosting tournament. I want
to see how we’re going to compete
against them. Individually, I like to
see where I stand with these girls. I’ve
played with them for four years and it’ll
be a good test to see where the entire
team is and needs to be.”
One of the obstacles the women’s
team will have to overcome is the
incredible distance of the course,

which measures at 7,023 yards from
the championship tees. While there will
be slight modifications to the tees, the
course will still play long and has a
course rating of 74.2 and a slope rating
of 140.
“It’s a tough course,” Cadriel said.
“We have to put everything together
mentally and physically. For two solid
rounds we really have to sharpen up our
games, our short games and especially
our long games because it is a long
course. We need to be on point for this
tournament.”
The women’s team has had strong
performances thus far in the spring with
freshman Elizabeth Garza, who has led
the team in every tournament, including
a win Feb. 15 in the Jack Brown
Memorial Golf Tournament in Laredo.
One shot behind her was teammate
Krystal Garza (no relation), who shot a
168 for second medalist.
Returning to the links for her first
spring semester tournament will be Cat
Lira, who is recovering from injury. The
sophomore golfer is not at full strength
but is able to swing the club again and
hopeful to shake off the rust as the
conference tournament closes in.

“I’m ecstatic to swing a golf club
again,” Lira said. “I’m just excited and
grateful to play again and blessed that
I’m able go on this tournament. I hope
to score. That would benefit the team
and push us up in our rankings.”
Lira added that her timetable on her
full recovery rests solely on her.
“I think it’s just a matter of how hard
I’m going to work,” she said. “Pain
is just a state of mind. You have to
tell yourself to keep going [and] it’s
something I’ve been working for.”
First-year Coach Anthony Lopez said
this tournament will gauge where the
team stands against its conference rival
Northwood and is hoping Lira gives the
Scorpions a shot in the arm.
“We miss Cat,” Lopez said. “She is a
very powerful golfer and we’re going
to need that at this golf course. She’s
going to go out there and we’ll see how
she handles [the injury]. [Thorntree] is
a good golf course and we’re going to
face obstacles we’re not used to but the
team is up for the challenge. It’ll be a
great way to see where we stand against
Northwood, as they are the top-ranked
team in our conference.”
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Ride the Scorpion Metro between the UTB/TSC Fort Brown Campus and ITECC. Enjoy a no-hassle parking space.
It’s free with a valid Scorpion ID!

Go to www.utb.edu/metro for route maps and detailed schedules.

SCHEDULES
SCORPION METRO CONNECTOR (ROUTE 14)

SCORPION METRO CIRCULATOR (ROUTE 15)

The Scorpion Connector goes around the UTB/TSC Fort Brown Campus,
through downtown Brownsville to ITECC, and back again every 30 minutes.

The Circulator travels around the UTB/TSC Fort Brown Campus only and stops
every 10 minutes.

HOURS: 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Mon. to Fri., 7 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. Sat.

HOURS: 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Mon. to Fri.

LOCATION

TIME

LOCATION

TIME

MRCN
B.U.S. Terminal
B&M Bridge
Amigoland Event Center
ITECC

00, 25, 30 and 55 minutes after the hour
04, 21, 34 and 54 minutes after the hour
08, 17, 38 and 47 minutes after the hour
10, 15, 40 and 45 minutes after the hour
12 and 42 minutes after the hour

MRCN
Cavalry Hall
REK Center
University Boulevard Library
East Jackson & 24th Street

every 10 minutes from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
every 10 minutes from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
every 10 minutes from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
every 10 minutes from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
every 10 minutes from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

SCORPION

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT BROWNSVILLE AND TEXAS SOUTHMOST COLLEGE

MOVING YOU FORWARD.

METRO

Schedule times are approximate and may vary based on road conditions and other factors.
Los horarios son aproximados y pueden variar dependiendo de las condiciones de las calles y otros factores.
The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College
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